24                                  NADIR   SHAH

Whilst he was besieging 'Ashur Beg in his fortress of Qurghan, he received
an addition to his forces of 500 Ozbeg youths, whom Shir Ghazi of Khiva
had sent to his assistance.1 Much about the same time, that is, early in
17265 Tahmasp, having heard reports of Nadir's prowess, sent Hasan
'Ali Beg, the Mu'ayyiru'l-Mamalik (literally, the " assayer of the king-
doms "), to report upon him. Hasan 'Ali Beg was evidently favourably
impressed with Nadir, for he (acting on Tahmasp's behalf) appointed
him Deputy Governor of Abivard.2 According to Mirza Mahdi, Nadir,
when Hasan 'Ali Beg left him to return to Tahmasp, urged him to induce
the prince to come to Khurasan with his army.3

After an expedition to Merv, where trouble had broken out between
the local Qajars and the Turkomans, Nadir once more set out against
Malik Mahmud. However, when he was nearing Mashhad, Hasan
*Ali Beg returned from Astarabad with a message from Tahmasp that
he was on his way from that place and that he desired to see Nadir,4
Nadir accordingly abandoned his march on Mashhad and turned west-
wards towards Khabushan.

In the meantime Malik Mahmud, having heard that Tahmasp had left
Astarabad for Khurasan, thought that he would take advantage of Nadir's
absence at Merv to set out and annihilate the prince's forces before Nadir
could return, Malik Mahmud, however, hurriedly returned to his capital
on learning that Nadir was advancing on it from Merv.6

A day or two after Tahmasp and Path 'All Khan had reached Khabushan,
Nadir marched into that town at the head of a force of 2,000 Kurds and
Afshars,6

1 T.N., p. 33.    Shir Ghazi had formerly been hostile to Nadir, but he decided to join forces with
him through fear of Malik Mahmud.
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6 Ibid., fol. 212 (b).